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the eighth and ninth geneiations that we meet with that
series of these accusations which has been the mam cause
of the reputation which has been given to the family.1 Such
a charge against a whole family involves comparison, and
when we compare even the whole of the cases attributed to
the Medici with those authenticated as committed by other
contemporary ruling families, not only in Italy, but also in
France, England, and Spain, it becomes evident that the
popular belief ascribing to the Medici an evil pre-eminence
in such crimes can only be due to a lack either of infoima-
tion or of the sense of proportion. Among ruling families
of the time there are few to whom there have not been at-
tributed more crimes of this nature than to the Medici.
Nor do we stigmatise the whole line of the sovereigns of
England or France because three out of thirteen generations
may have committed crimes of this character.

Some writeis, while admitting the injustice of this graver
charge, and while ready to allow that the Medici were capa-
ble, intellectual and patriotic, assert that nevertheless they
were grasping, cruel, intriguing, and stained with vices which
were rampant in their times. It is hoped that this history
will demonstrate convincingly that the Medici were decid-
edly not either grasping, or cruel. To say that they were
intriguing is merely to say that they were men of their age.
Regarding the fourth point, while they certainly were not
free from the vices rampant in their times, the indictment
in the manner it is made is an exaggeration, implying as it
does that the Medici were worse than others, whereas all
evidence tends to show that they were distinctly better in
this respect than other contemporary families. This general
statement, on a point to which modern histories do not con-
sider it necessary to allude except in general terms, will per-
haps suffice; but it will be found to be borne out by various
facts in the lives of many members of the family as these
are followed.

Symonds makes a complaint against the Medici that they